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Hello and welcome to the third issue of 
The Willows construction newsletter. 
We thought this was the perfect time to 
update you on how the site is progressing 
and what we’ve been up to in the 
community.

If you regularly pass the site, I’m sure you 
will have seen how the development is 
progressing. If this is the first time you’ve 
seen our newsletter, we were appointed 
by housing association Curo to build this 
development which will consist of a mix 
of one, two and three-bedroom houses 
and apartments delivered across three 
adjoining sites. 

The project will include the conversion 
of Curo’s former office building at Holly 
House into 13 apartments for social rent. 

WELCOME TO THE SITE NEWSLETTER
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Tomasz Magiera, Project Manager

These will be let to people over 55 and 
will feature assistive technology, such as 
personal alarms or memory aids, that can 
be tailored to the needs of the occupiers 
and enable them to stay in their homes for 
longer.

Another 25 homes for affordable rent and 
19 houses and maisonettes for shared 
ownership will be newly constructed on 
the land of the former Long Cross Inn and 
Rockwell care home. 

We will also refurbish the existing block 
of 12 apartments at Holly House, which 
will benefit from external insulation, new 
windows and new electricity supplies. The 
improvements will help reduce heating bills 
and increase comfort for residents. 
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Residents in Lawrence Weston who 
are dreaming of taking a first step on 
the property ladder at The Willows 
development can now find out more 
about the affordable homeownership 
scheme, Shared Ownership, directly 
from Curo’s sales team. 

The Shared Ownership experts will be 
hosting a free drop in event on Saturday 
26 February from 10am until 3pm at 
Ambition Lawrence Weston Youth Centre 
(BS11 0RX). 

Curo and contractor Jehu are currently 
building 57 new affordable homes at 
The Willows, Corbet Close, including 19 
homes for Shared Ownership which will 
be released for sale soon.

Paula Beel, Affordable Sales Manager at 
Curo, says: “Shared Ownership homes 

are allocated on a ‘first-come, first-
served’ basis and we want to make sure 
that local residents in Lawrence Weston 
and surrounding areas are prepared 
to take advantage of these fantastic 
homeownership opportunities in their 
neighbourhood.

“Come along to find out if you qualify for 
Shared Ownership and how to access 
this government-backed scheme. Our 
friendly team will be on hand to offer 
advice and answer any questions you 
may have.”

Local residents will also have the chance 
to speak to independent financial 
advisors from Evolve Financial Solutions 
about their specific circumstances  
on the day. 

FIND OUT HOW TO TAKE A FIRST STEP ON 
THE PROPERTY LADDER WITH SHARED 
OWNERSHIP AT THE WILLOWS

Shared Ownership enables first time 
buyers - and those who used to own 
a home but can no longer afford one 
- to purchase a share of a property, 
significantly reducing mortgage 
requirements and the sum needed for 
a deposit. The buyer then pays rent on 
the remaining share and has the option 
of increasing their own share over time 
until they reach 100% ownership and no 
longer need to pay rent.

For further details about the event call 
Curo on 0345 140 5050.

For more information about Shared 
Ownership, visit www.curo-sales.
co.uk/shared-ownership.

What?  
Shared Ownership drop in 
event

When?  
Saturday 26 February 
From 10am until 3pm –  
drop in anytime

Where?  
Ambition Lawrence Weston 
Youth Centre, Long Cross, 
Lawrence Weston, Bristol 
BS11 0RX



DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
Works are progressing well on the new-
builds and some of the homes are already 
watertight with roofs and windows 
installed. The remaining timber frames 
will be erected by March and conversion 
of the office building will also begin next 
month. 

Here’s a brief update on the work that’s 
been carried out on site recently:

Long Cross site

•  Two of the homes have already had 
their timber frame installed, along 
with roofing tiles, fascia, soffits and 
windows.

•  Construction of the timber frame for 
another 15 homes will take place in 
February and March. 

Rockwell site

• Construction of homes on the 
Rockwell site is at various stages. Some 
homes are currently at super structure 
level while we’re laying the foundations for 
the remaining plots. 

MUD ON THE  
ROAD UPDATE
We know that living next door to 
a busy construction site can be 
difficult at times, especially during 
the groundworks stage, when large 
delivery and plant vehicles visit the 
development. This can cause some 
congestion as well as mud of the 
roads. Whenever we’ve had plant 
vehicles travelling up and down 
Corbet Close we’ve made sure to 
book regular road sweepers to clear 
any mud on the road. We know 
there have been times when this 
was not enough, and we apologise 
for this.

To tackle the mud issue, we’ve 
created a large hard standing area 
with drainage on the Rockwell site 
– this allows us to pressure wash 
the wheels of vehicles before they 
leave site, helping to reduce mud 
on Corbet Close and nearby roads. 
We’ve also ordered brushes that 
can be attached to our site forklifts 
to allow us to carry out additional 
street cleaning in between road 
sweeper visits when necessary. 
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build much-needed new homes is part of 
Curo’s purpose – Homes for Good. 

“Over the past couple of years, we’ve all 
rediscovered how powerful nature can be 
in helping us to maintain and improve our 
well-being and mental health. We’re really 
pleased that, alongside our contractor 
Jehu, we were able to help the school 
create this lovely garden for their children 
to enjoy every day.”

Jehu Project Manager, Tomasz Magiera, 
says: “We’re proud to work with Curo at 
The Willows, delivering much-needed 
new affordable homes in Lawrence 
Weston, and supporting community 
initiatives that benefit local residents. It’s 
great to see how much the children are 
already enjoying the new garden and 
we’re proud we could come together and 
use our strength as a force for good in 
society.”

Oasis Academy Bank Leaze teacher, 
Georgina Fitz-Gerald, says: “The children 

Oasis Academy Bank Leaze, situated 
just behind our development at The 
Willows, has opened a new sensory 
garden to help promote the pupils’ 
wellbeing and mental health.

‘The blue school on the hill’, as it’s 
known locally, was helped to set up the 
garden by housing association Curo and 
contractor Jehu Group. 

The materials and labour for the planters 
as well as all the plants were donated 
by Curo and Jehu as part of our joint 
commitment to support communities 
and make a positive contribution to the 
neighbourhoods we work in. 

Students from Year 1 and Year 2 were 
helped by Curo and Jehu colleagues 
to plant the garden with low ferns, rose 
bushes, ornamental grasses, coloured 
heathers and some herbs. 

Curo Sales Manager, Paula Beel, says: 
“Supporting local communities where we 

OASIS ACADEMY OPENS SENSORY GARDEN 
WITH HELP FROM CURO AND JEHU

loved planting and tending to the garden. 
They’re really excited about watering 
the plants to help them grow and look 
forward to seeing how they will change 
over the seasons. 

“At our school, we try to use the 
outdoors as much as possible to teach 
our children about nature and the 
environment, and to promote their mental 
health. We’re over the moon with our new 
garden and I’m certain it will be enjoyed 
by the kids for many years to come.” 



WORKING HOURS
8am – 6pm Monday to Friday

8am – 1pm Saturday

Sunday by appointment only

HAVE YOU SPOTTED  
OUR NEW HOARDING  
DESIGNS? 
You may have noticed our new hoardings by the bus 
stop on Long Cross. As well as promoting practical 
information about the new homes at The Willows, 
the panels are showcasing a series of drawings and 
paintings created by Oasis Academy Bank Leaze pupils.

We received lots of entries from children from reception to 
year 6 in response to a theme proposed by Curo: ‘what 
does home mean to you?’ 

Next time you walk past the hoardings why not take a 
minute to admire their beautiful artwork? 
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Please check out our community notice 
board which you will find at the entrance 
of our site office situated just off Corbet 
Close. The notice board will provide 
you with all the latest news on the 
development and you can also follow 
us on: 

Facebook: @jehugroup | @curogroup

Twitter: jehugroup | @curo_group

LinkedIn: Jehu Group | Curo

Instagram: @jehugroup | @curo_group
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MEET THE WILLOWS SITE TEAM

JAMES WEBBER 
Assistant Site Manager 
james.webber@jehu.co.uk

LEE FRANCIS 
Site Manager 
lee.francis@jehu.co.uk

LYNSEY HOLLEY-MATTHEWS 
Responsible Business Manager 
lynsey.holley-matthews@jehu.co.uk

IAN JOHN 
Group Health & Safety Manager 
ian.john@jehu.co.uk

TOMASZ MAGIERA 
Project Manager 
tomasz.magiera@jehu.co.uk

TEMPORARY  
FOOTPATH CLOSURE

ouse w

FOOTPATH

As you might remember from our previous 
newsletter the footpath adjacent to Holly 
House was due to be temporarily closed in 
December, due to some programme changes 
the footpath will now be closed from Saturday 
9th April so that we can safely carry out 
works to create drainage connections for  
the new homes at The Willows.

The work will be completed at the start of 
May, and we aim to re-open the footpath on 
Monday 9 May. We will make every effort to 
minimise disruption.

We apologise in advance for the 
inconvenience this may cause and thank  
you for your understanding.

SIMON SILSBURY 
Managing Surveyor 
simon.silsbury@jehu.co.uk 


