
Proposals for the redevelopment 
of Walnut Buildings

Introduction

Curo is proposing to build 32 new affordable homes in 
Radstock, on the land formerly occupied by Walnut Buildings. 
The homes would be let at social rent to local families in 
housing need, and sold through the low-cost home-ownership 
scheme, Shared Ownership. 

At this exhibition you will see details of the proposed development, such as the street layout and 
positioning and appearance of the homes. You can also speak to our sales colleague present here 
today to find out more about Shared Ownership. The design proposals before you today are are still 
being tweaked and refined and we welcome your input to assist us with this part of the process.

About Curo

Curo is a housing association providing affordable homes and high-quality care and support services
for more than 25,000 people across the West of England. We own and manage more than 13,000
homes and are building hundreds of new properties for sale and rent every year. 

We are a long-term investor in the areas we develop, working to build thriving, sustainable 
communities. We don’t have shareholders meaning that any profits we make are reinvested in our 
homes and communities.

Your feedback

We welcome your feedback on the proposals. Take a look at these exhibition boards and let us know 
what you think by filling in one of the forms available. Alternatively you can submit your feedback 
online, at www.curo-group.co.uk/walnut-buildings. Your views will help us to finalise the proposals 
before submitting them to Bath & North East Somerset (B&NES) for approval.
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Homes to suit local need

The majority of homes we’re proposing will have one or two bedrooms in response to local demand for 
housing. Recent Homesearch data from B&NES Council show that more than 70% of people waiting for 
an affordable home in Radstock and the wider area are looking for one or two-bed homes. 

The site is situated in the north-east of Radstock at the intersection between Woodborough Road and 
Stonable Road. In 2019 we conducted in-depth surveys to assess the condition of the former Walnut 
Buildings apartment blocks as part of a planned programme of major renovation work. The survey 
results highlighted the difficulties with refurbishing Walnut Buildings to an acceptable standard and we 
made the decision to demolish the buildings in November 2020. 

Curo worked closely with B&NES Council and the residents at Walnut Buildings to ensure everyone 
found a new home in the local area before the blocks were demolished. 

What is proposed?

The redevelopment of Walnut Buildings will deliver 32 much-needed affordable homes for local 
families while improving the appearance of the area for the wider community. We are proposing a mix 
of housing types and tenures to help create a more thriving and sustainable neighbourhood. Just over 
half of the new homes at Walnut Buildings will be available for social rent, while the remainder will be 
sold through the Shared Ownership scheme.

Bus Stop

The Site



We have designed this new residential scheme with careful consideration towards the site’s relationship 
with existing homes, public footpaths, utility mains and the prominent woodland area adjacent the 
eastern boundary. 

Curo have been working with PLACE By Design and B&NES to produce development
proposals which make the most of the site and respond to local needs and ambitions. The diagram 
below illustrates these opportunities and constraints.

Constraints
  Site Boundary - 0.67ha

  Existing vehicular access points

  Towards A367 / Bath Road and local amenities

  Existing sub station

  Existing vehicular route

  Boundary facing woodland

  Boundary facing existing neighbours

  Buildings demolished

  Sewer drainage

  Sloping topography

  Existing trees to be removed

  Existing garage court to be redeveloped

  Adopted street

  Water main

  Existing parking areas

  Bus stop

  Whisty Hall

  Tyning Inn

  

Opportunities
 Pedestrian links to local amenities

 Redevelopment of brownfield site

 Visual connection to existing woodland

 Layout of new homes and streets are sympathetically     

   designed towards existing properties

 Improved parking arrangements and level of parking     

  based on Home Zone principles for a more attractive     

  street

 Existing public open space / play area
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Site Analysis: 
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Aerial view post demolition of the 
Walnut Buildings area, the space to 
facilitate c.28 new affordable homes

Current garage block to be 
demolished to make way for another 
four much-needed affordable homes 



• The majority of new homes are designed as 2-storey. 
Some homes may be up to 3-storey. The previous 
Walnut Buildings were 4-storeys tall.

• The materials proposed have been thoughtfully selected 
to complement the historic core of Radstock.

• Average parking provision of c.1.75 spaces per home 
(previously 1.22) through a mix of allocated and visitor 
parking spaces.

• All areas of public use are well overlooked increasing 
the sense of safety. Private gardens are appropriately 
secured via boundary fencing.

• Home Zone principles used to restrict vehicle speeds 
and maximise the use of streets by pedestrians and 
cyclists. The designs include opportunities for play and  
neighbour interaction.

“Housing that complements the 
local surroundings’’

‘‘Sufficient parking provision’’

• All homes will be affordable, available through shared 
ownership or social rent, enabling more families on the 
Council’s list to live in a modern home in the area they 
love.

• Minimum 19% reduction in CO2 emissions vs. current 
Building Regulations requirements.

• The scheme will use sustainable technologies such as PV 
panels and air source heat pumps (ASHPs).

• EV charging points will be designed into the new houses.

• Homes will be provided with easily accessible secure bike 
storage.

• The majority of homes will have secure private gardens.

Main site vehicular access

Pedestrian connections

Secure boundaries

Street play / community space

Secure bike store and recycling integrated 
to front of homes

Adoptable street including visitor parking

Private parking

Roofs that could benefit from PV

Towards local amenities / existing play area

Towards bus stop

Homezone (adoptable)

Homezone (private)

Proposed trees and green areas

Secure private gardens

Outdoor planters / Micro drainage

Ecological enhancements such as 
hedgehog highways and/or 
bird / bee / bat  boxes

*

*

* *

We ran our first public consultation in March-April this year to gather views from the local community 
about the future of the site. Your feedback has helped us to design these current proposals. Here are 
some of the things you said and how we responded.

 SUSTAINABILITY + AFFORDABILITY

 ACCESSIBILITY + COMMUNITY

You Said, We Did...

‘‘Homes that are affordable’’

‘‘Sustainable and energy efficent 
housing that is affordable’’
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Access

Homezone principles promoted throughout.

Cycle storage provided for every home.

Parking Mews - multi-functional, shared space 

for child play and wider community interaction.

Vehicular and/or pedestrian access points.

20% of non-allocated parking spaces will be for 

electric vehicle charging points.

Landscape

Trees will be planted along roads and in 

parking areas adding important greenery to 

the street.

Visual connection towards the woodland area.

Planters positioned at the front of each home 

will add more greenery to the Home Zone, 

these planters could also act as mini rain-

gardens. 

A green buffer is provided to the woodland 

edge.

Housing Scale

Single storey 
2 Storey homes
2-3 Storey homes

TENURE
Shared ownership

Social rented

Parking

• A total of 56 parking spaces, of which:
• 39 are allocated spaces
• 17 are visitor parking spaces

We have designed the development to create an attractive place to live for future residents that also 
benefits the surrounding neighbourhood. At the heart of the development we propose the inclusion of 
a Home Zone design, a shared street that puts the needs of pedestrians first. 

We’re proposing to include the existing garage block to the south (opposite Whisty Hall car park) in the 
redevelopment plans for the former Walnut Buildings. This will help to improve the appearance of the 
area while enabling us to deliver four additional affordable homes. 

Proposed Site Layout

Examples of Home Zones



The homes have been designed to meet the needs of a variety of residents, from single occupancy 
households to families. Each home offers plenty of space to eat, rest and play together. All houses have 
their own private garden. Where possible maisonettes will also benefit from private gardens. 

There are a variety of homes proposed, from 1-bed to 3-bed, all of which aim to achieve Nationally 
Described Space Standards. Each home has at least one allocated parking space.

Solar Photovoltaic 
Panels

Secure Parcel/
Post Delivery Box

Solar Photovoltaic
Panels

Secure Parcel/Post 
Delivery Box

Solar Photovoltaic
Panels

Secure Parcel/Post 
Delivery Box

 TYPICAL COURTYARD STREETSCENE (2 & 3-BED HOMES)

Proposed Homes

 INDICATIVE FLOOR PLANS (1, 2 & 3-BED HOMES)

Indicative Example 
1-Bedroom Maisonette

Outline of former Walnut Buildings flats

Indicative Example 
3-Bedroom House

Indicative Example 
2-Bedroom House



All homes will be built to the same high standards, whether 
they’re for rent or sale through Shared Ownership. 

Tenure 
Blind

Housing Mix

Homes 
designed to 
Nationally 
Described

Space 
Standards

The development will offer families the opportunity to live in a high-quality home that’s affordable, 
warm and safe. It will also deliver homes specifically designed for those with mobility issues and a 
number of one-bedroom apartments for single people, couples and those who need to downsize. 

Proposed Mix of Homes

For 5 PeopleFor 4 PeopleFor 3 PeopleFor 2 People

Maisonette 10 New Homes

1 New Home

15 New Homes 6 New Homes

Coachouse

House

Social Rent: 17 Homes

1 Bed Maisonette x10 

2 Bed House x1

3 Bed House x6

Shared Ownership: 15 Homes

2 Bed Coachouse x1 

2 Bed House x14



Street Views

 VIEW 1 - Looking south east upon entry from Woodborough Road

 Pre-demolition view from existing junction



Street Views

 VIEW 2 - Looking west from within one of the shared street courtyards

 Pre-demolition view from courtyard



Other Curo Developments

Mulberry Park - Bath

Mulberry Park - Bath

Woodland View - Keynsham

Mulberry Park - Bath

Eaton Park - Yatton

Mulberry Park - Bath
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THANK YOU 

Thank you for taking the time to attend this public exhibition about the redevelopment of Walnut Buildings 
in Radstock. Please fill in a feedback form today or visit www.curo-group.co.uk/walnut-buildings to let us 
know what you think.

Have a question? 
Our project or 
design team 

representatives 
will be happy to 

help

What Happens Next?

 VIEW 3 - Looking north from the southern end of the internal street


