
Tree 
detectives
Can you tick off all the trees on 
our list? Identify the leaves and 
complete a bark rubbing to tick  
it off.

April 2020



Why do trees have 
Latin names?  

Trees of the same species are 
referred to by different common 
names in different parts of the 
world. Every different type of tree 
also has a Latin name and that 
name is the same the world over!

A Latin name has 2 parts; the 
genus and the species. The genus 
tells you whether a tree is an oak, 
a cherry or a beech for example 
and the species tells you what type 
of oak, cherry or beech it is. There 
are lots of different species found 
within a genus!

You can use the ‘defining 
features’ box to give you 

clues and help you find the 
trees. The features refer to 

fully grown trees rather than 
young ones. This box also 

tells you what the Latin name 
for the tree is and shows you 

how to pronounce it.



How to do a bark rubbing
Trees are a very 

valuable part of our 
neighbourhood 

ecosystems. 

Place paper over
the bark

 Rub crayon over 
the paper to get 

a print of the bark 
pattern
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Tree name Latin name and
pronunciation

Defining features Tree Identified
Y/N

Bark Bark rubbing 
Y/N

English oak Quercus robur                  
Kwer-cus row-ber                            

Look for a wide 
spreading rounded 
crown & twisting 
branches

Scots pine Pinus sylvestris  
Pie-nus sil-vest-ris                            

Tall straight trees 
with pink and brown 
bark

Silver birch Betula pendula                        
Bet-u-la pen-du-la                           

White / silver bark 
with drooping twigs 
at the ends of 
branches

Common yew Taxus baccata                      
Tax-us back-aa-ta                            

Look for red and 
brown bark. Often 
found in churches

Common cherry   
          

Prunus avium                     
Prue-nus ave-eum                                                       

Thick canopies with 
horizontal bumps 
on bark



Tree name Latin name and
pronunciation

Defining features Tree Identified
Y/N

Bark Bark rubbing 
Y/N

Common ash Fraxinus excelsior  
Frax-in-us excel-
see-or                               

Open canopies with 
criss-cross ridges 
on bark .             

Sycamore Acer pseudoplat-
anus            
Ace-er sew-do-
plan-an-us                                              

Look for flaking 
bark. Most leaves 
on outer canopy. 

Horse chestnut Aesculus hip-
pocastanum      
Ask-u-lus hippo-
cast-arn-um                                     

Look out for large 
white flowers  
appearing in May.

Beech Fagus sylvatica                               
Fay-gus sil-vat-ic-a                                                      

Smooth pale brown 
bark. Look for 
damage to young 
growth caused by 
squirrels.

Common lime             Tilia X europea                         
Til-i-ya cross ur-op-
eya                                                                 

Main branches 
grow straight up-
wards. Look out for 
dense leaf growth 
at the base known 
as epicormics.



At Curo we have a rolling programme 
of maintenance and management for 
every tree we know to be ours. We 
have a reactive out of hours service to 
complete any urgent works caused by 
stormy weather. 

Trees naturally bend 
in the wind. The sound 

of creaking is most likely 
to be branches swaying 

as they buffer in 
the wind.

At Curo we 
manage and 

maintain 
approximately 

7,800 trees


