
Rents for Social Housing from 2020-21 
 

MCHLG consultation: Curo’s response 
 

 
Question 1: Do you agree that the rent standard should apply to local authority 
registered providers from 2020? 

 
Yes. 

This is clearly a practical solution provided to the difficulty created by the roll out 
of Universal Credit. 
 

 
Question 2: Do you agree that the same requirements should apply to both local 

authorities and private registered providers? 
 
Don’t know. 

 
 

Question 3: Do you agree with the proposal to permit registered providers to 
increase rents by up to CPI+1% each year? 

 
Yes 
A genuine commitment to this as a long term settlement will also support the 

government's supply objectives by giving associations confidence in their 
business planning. 

 
 
Question 4: Do you agree with the proposed direction as it relates to social rent 

properties? 
 

Yes 
It is a pity that a legacy of the rent reduction legislation will remain in the 
starting point for existing tenancies: this will complicate the process and the 

record keeping for years to come. However, we recognise the political and 
practical reason for this and that there is no real alternative. 

 
 
Question 5: Do you agree with the proposed direction as it relates to affordable 

rent properties, including the proposal relating to the re-setting of affordable 
rent? 

 
Yes 
Internally we have already adopted the same policy approach to the resetting of 

fixed term tenancy rents for existing tenants. 
 

 
Question 6: Do you agree with the proposed arrangements for making 
exemptions from the rent standard on financial grounds? 

 
Yes 

 



 
Question 7: Do you have any other comments on the proposed direction 

(including the draft policy statement)? 
 

Yes 
The policy statement will be a helpful addition to the new standard, helping to 
provide context and clarification on a number of matters, including  

- the objectives and expectations behind the flexibility criteria, 
- the circumstances in which conversions can or cannot take place 

- the detailed guidance on valuations and revaluations. 


