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Living in a Curo Georgian home

Curo own approximately 575 
Georgian homes. Most of these 
homes are located in Bath city 
centre including some famous 
streets such as The Circus, Great 
Pultney Street and Royal Crescent.  

Living in a Georgian home brings 
particular considerations - this is 
why we’ve produced this leaflet 
especially for you.

While we’ve done our best to 
ensure that the information in this 
leaflet is accurate and provides 
helpful hints and advice, each 
home is different and you may 
not experience the same issues 
as others in similar buildings.

If you have any suggestions, 
including anything you think will 
be useful for other people living in 
Georgian homes, please do get 
in touch.  

Welcome to your Georgian home!
Providing great places to live is one of our top priorities 
at Curo.  We hope you will enjoy your new home.
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An Introduction to 
Georgian homes
The city of Bath became a 
fashionable spa and social centre 
during the 18th century. Based initially 
around its hot springs, this led to 
demand for substantial homes and 
guest houses. The architect John 
Wood and his son laid out many of 
the city’s present-day squares and 
crescents within a green valley and 
the surrounding hills. 

Bath’s Georgian architecture is 
the envy of the world and was a 
key factor in it being given World 
Heritage Site status in 1987.  It’s the 
only entire city in Britain to achieve 
this accolade and is a popular 
tourist destination.

The architectural significance and 
historical importance of Bath’s 
buildings is to be celebrated and 
protected. As a consequence any 
adaptations, alterations or additions 
to the internal or external aspect of 
the building require Listed Building 
Consent from the council. 

We respect this and are committed 
to preserving buildings distinct 
features for current and future 
generations. In practice this 
significantly restricts any changes we 
can make. Listed Building Consent 
is unlikely to be granted for any 
works that will adversley change 
the character of the building or its 
appearance, such as a flue for a gas 
heating installation, double glazed 
windows or adaptations for disabled 
access or use.
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Getting the most from 
your Georgian home:
1. Features within the home
Georgian homes have many 
unique and interesting features
which give them character, for
example, original sash windows,
ornate cornices and picture rails.
It can be a challenge to ensure
that people enjoy the benefits of a
Georgian home while also knowing
that they can’t offer the same level
of insulation or modern facilities we
often take for granted, such as
double glazing.
However, most residents of 
Georgian homes say that the
benefits of living in them out-weigh
the restrictions. Our main aim is to 
help people enjoy living in a home 
that is special feature of Bath and 
the envy of many.

2. Heating and ventilating your 
home efficiently

• If you have window shutters 
please use them to reduce 
drafts and keep the heat in 
your home.

• If possible, consider keeping 
your heating switched on 
during the winter months as 
maintaining a regular heating 
level is more cost-effective and 
helps to reduce condensation.

• Before laying carpets, cover 
any gaps with filler or good 
quality underlay to prevent heat 
escaping. This can help with 
sound insulation too.

• Your home needs to be 
ventilated, so please use 
extractor fans where supplied 
and open windows when 
appropriate.
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3. Avoiding and treating 
condensation 

Condensation is steam that turns 
into water by condensing on cold 
surfaces. It can damage clothes, 
bedding, floor coverings and 
decorations if mould growth takes 
hold on walls and ceilings. To deal 
with condensation you should take 
the following steps:
Cooking: To reduce the amount of 
moisture in the kitchen, cover pans 
and do not leave kettles boiling 
unnecessarily.  
Washing clothes: Put washing 
outdoors to dry if you can.  If you 
need to dry washing inside your 
house this is best done in the 
bathroom with the door closed and 
the window open.
Ventilate to remove the moisture:  
If your bathroom or kitchen has an 
extractor fan, please use it during 
and immediately after cooking or 

bathing. You can ventilate your 
home without creating draughts, 
for example, when rooms are in 
use keep a window ajar if possible.

You need to increase ventilation in 
the kitchen during cooking so you 
should open the kitchen window.  
Close the kitchen and bathroom 
doors when these rooms are 
in use. This stops the moisture 
reaching other rooms, especially 
the bedrooms which are often 
colder and more likely to suffer 
from condensation.

Cupboards and wardrobes can be 
ventilated by leaving doors ajar and 
avoiding putting too many things 
inside, as this can stop the air 
circulation. Leave a space between 
the back of the wardrobe and 
walls and if possible avoid putting 
wardrobes and large pieces of 
furniture against external walls.



Living in a Curo Georgian home

4. Sound Insulation:

Living in a flat means being 
respectful to neighbours. This is 
even more of an issue in buildings 
not originally built as flats, or 
Georgian homes which don’t have 
modern sound proofing measures. 

We can minimise any disturbance 
we might cause our neighbours 
by considering the impact some 
simple every day activites might 
have on those living close by:
• Try to avoid using the washing 

machine or vacuum cleaners 
late in the evening or early 
morning if possible.

• Noise on wooden floorboards 
and laminate flooring can often 
be heard in the flat below. It’s 
inevitable that you will hear 
some noise from neighbours 
but consideration for those living 
around you can help minimise 
its impact.

• Fitting self-closures to 
communal entrance doors 
enhances the security of the 

building, but they can cause the 
door to close noisily. Please take 
care to close the door quietly 
when you return home late at 
night or early in the morning. 
This is also true of individual flat 
doors - stairways can amplify the 
noise throughout the building.

• Thick or lined curtains can help 
to reduce traffic and city noise in 
your home.

5. Fire Safety:
At Curo we take your safety 
seriously. Because Georgian 
homes were not purpose-built as 
blocks of flats, they are considered 
a higher fire risk. We regularly 
inspect shared areas to ensure 
they’re free from obstruction and 
don’t have flammable items stored 
in them, this can present a serious 
risk to residents and others in the 
event of a fire. Stored items can 
hinder escape for residents and 
obstruct access for the emergency 
services, particularly if the area 
is filled with smoke or dark. In 
addition combustible materials can 
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present a risk of fire in the shared 
areas. These areas should be a safe 
means of escape for everyone in 
the building. No items, including 
recycling boxes, bicycles and shoes 
should be kept in shared areas.  

If all residents agree we may be 
able to fix bicycle racks to walls 
in basement rooms, as long as 
they don’t impede access or exits. 
We may also be able to provide 
external tool/storage sheds.
Residents may have to meet 
the costs of carrying out such 
work. If you would like to discuss 
this option please contact your 
Neighbourhood Manager.

Some fire safety tips:
• Familiarise yourself with the 

evacuation point identified 
on the Fire Action Sign in the 
communal entrance.

• Don’t overload sockets 
 with appliances.
• Keep the exits from your 
 home clear so that people 
 can escape easily.
• Keep shared stairs and 
 exit routes free from 
 personal belongings. 
• Don’t store any personal items 

in basements particularly where 
meters are located.

• Never prop open fire doors 
in shared areas. These doors 
are designed to slow down the 
spread of fire and must never 
be left open. 

• Please do not disconnect the 
fire safety equipment in your 
home. It has been installed for 
your safety and that of your 
neighbours.
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6. Asbestos
Between 1950-1999 Asbestos 
Containing Materials (ACM’s) were 
used extensively in buildings 
because it was cost effective and 
there wasn’t awareness of the risks 
it posed to health. 

Asbestos was commonly used for 
many years as a general building 
material and can sometimes be 
found within our homes. The risk 
from asbestos occurs only when 
fibres are released into the air and 
then breathed in. Provided the 
asbestos is intact and in a position 
where it will not be damaged it 
does not pose a risk to health.  

We have a proactive approach 
to managing the risk to our 
customers, colleagues, contractors 
and general public from asbestos. 
We carry out inspections to our 
homes and communal spaces to 
check that any asbestos we know 
about is in good condition.  We will 
also carry out inspections before 
any repairs or refurbishment works 
start to make sure the works will not 
cause any asbestos risk. If you have 
concerns about asbestos please 
get in touch.

7. Basic Home Maintenance 

Please refer to your tenancy 
agreement, lease and the ‘How 
We Look After Your Home’ leaflet 
provided when you moved in for 
information on our joint repair 
responsibilities.  

Below are some simple tips to help 
you maintain your home:

Decorating: 
• Most paint manufacturers 

offer a range of bathroom and 
kitchen paint which is designed 
specifically for rooms with a high 
moisture level. While this type 
of paint can be useful in most 
homes, it doesn’t allow plaster 
to breathe and in a Georgian 
home, this can contribute to the 
build-up of condensation. This 
is also true of vinyl and/or pre-
pasted wallpaper.

• In Georgian homes, walls and 
ceilings are rarely uniform and 
angles rarely at 90 degrees.  
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Please consider this when 
selecting wallpaper.

• Internal walls in Georgian 
homes may be brick, block or 
plasterboard or a combination, 
dependent on when the 
property was converted. Be 
careful when nailing or drilling 
into walls, floors or ceilings to 
avoid contact with any electric 
cables or pipes that may lie 
beneath the surface.  

• Please don’t drill either vertically 
or horizontally in line with an 
electric socket or light switch and 
always check in the next room if 
you intend fixing to a partition. 
There are likely to be cables 
buried in the wall that if hit 
could cause electric shock and 
will damage the property. Take 
time to think about what you’re 
putting into the wall and check 
for any sockets and switches.

• Please do not remove dado 
rails, picture rails, cornices or 
ceiling roses as this will alter the 

character of the building and 
may even breach Listed Building 
regulations.

Sash Windows:
• Please don’t paint the recess 

where the cords sit, as paint 
causes the cords to stick and 
over time the windows will not 
close or open easily

• We suggest that residents apply 
Beeswax to the recess as this 
helps to keep the cords running 
freely.

• Please don’t screw or paint the 
windows shut in an attempt to 
prevent draughts. Insulation 
tape can be purchased at any 
hardware or DIY store and used 
to seal gaps to help minimise 
draughts.

Blocked drains:
Blockages in sink and bath drains 
in Georgian homes can be more 
difficult to clear than in a modern 
property because of the age of 
the pipework - if the blockage is 
cleared too vigorously the pipes 



Living in a Curo Georgian home

could be damaged and cause a 
leak into the property below. There 
are various products on the market 
that can help clear them effectively 
and gently.

8. Access and Adaptations:
We’re passionate about challenging 
discrimination in all its forms and 
we work with colleagues and 
external agencies to help support 
our customers. Our award winning 
Independent Living Service 
provides assistance to those that 
wish to stay living in their own 
homes for longer, including help 
with arranging aids and adaptions. 
There are restrictions on what we 
can do in Georgian properties but 
if you need an adaptation please 
contact us to discuss the options 
available.

This leaflet complements the existing suite of 
My Curo leaflets which can be found online at 
www.curo-group.co.uk/MyCuro

Related and Specialist Contacts:
www.english-heritage.org.uk
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk




