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Mulberry Park News
Developing a new destination in Bath

Unanimous support 
for Mulberry Park plans

The Mulberry Park development 
will go some way towards meeting 
the need for more than 12,000 new 
homes across the Bath area by 
2029, identified in the council’s core 
strategy.

Victor da Cunha, Chief Executive, 
Curo Group said: “The opportunity 
of bringing much needed private 
and affordable homes, community 
facilities and fantastic open spaces 
to this area of Bath will now become 
a reality. We would like to thank all 
those who have worked with us to 
shape these plans over the last two 
years.”

David Stubbs, local resident and 
chairman of the Stakeholder Forum 

commented: “we are looking 
forward to working with Curo to 
ensure the realisation of its vision to 
leave a positive social and economic 
legacy for future generations of 
Foxhill and Combe Down.”

We are now working with B&NES 
Council to finalise the legal 
agreements that cover key issues 
including how we let the new 
affordable homes and how Curo’s 
contributions to the community 
will be allocated.  The contributions 
go towards improvements to local 
infrastructure and facilities including 
roads, education and training 
opportunities and a community 
hub building.

Here at Mulberry Park, we have 
a spring in our step in 2015.  In 
February, we were delighted that 
the outline planning application 
for Mulberry Park received 
the unanimous support from 
Bath & North East Somerset’s 
Development Control Committee.  

This newsletter gives you the 
latest information on how we are 
moving forward with our plans 
from here, including developing 
detailed proposals for the first new 
homes at Mulberry Park.

January marked the first year 
of activity for our governance 
groups.  You can find out more 
about how local stakeholders and 
residents are working with us to 
develop our plans.

There’s also lots of information on 
the first projects to receive funding 
from our community chest, plus 
details of how to get in touch 
and a chance to meet your local 
neighbourhood manager. 

We’re looking forward to working 
with more local people to shape 
Mulberry Park in 2015. 

Hello! 

In February, Curo’s plans to develop 700 new homes, open 
spaces and community facilities on the former MOD site 
were approved unanimously by local councillors.



Local resident, Jane Hill organised 
the ‘hands on’ science workshop 
at Curo’s Mulberry Park Visitors 
Centre, Fox Hill on March 4.  At 
the workshop, kids aged 8 and 
over were invited to find out 
answers to big science questions 
like:

•	 What are electrons?

• How does electricity work?

• How are sound waves formed?

Using equipment provided by 
Bath Royal Literary and Scientific 
Institution and supported by 
BRLSI volunteers, the children also 
had the chance to make a cartoon 
character perform somersaults.

The workshop got the thumbs up 
from the kids, with one participant 
commenting: “it was fun and we 
wouldn’t have changed anything”.

The next workshop takes place 
4pm, Wednesday 1 April.

To find out more, email 
coolbookings@brlsi.org or call 
01225 312084.

January marked the first year of 
work for the Stakeholder Forum 
and the Residents’ Regeneration 
Panel. These groups work with 
Curo to help shape our plans 
for Mulberry Park and the 
regeneration of Foxhill.

Both groups held open meetings 
in January to report back on 
progress, invite new members 
and look ahead.

The Stakeholder Forum brings 
together groups that are based 
in Combe Down ward or deliver 

services in the area, like local 
doctors, schools and faith groups.  
The forum elected new chair, 
David Stubbs (representing the 
National Trust) and vice chair, Matt 
Wheeldon (representing Combe 
Down Primary School).  We look 
forward to working with the group 
to shape plans for the community 
hub in the coming year.

The Residents’ Regeneration 
Panel re-elected chair Ellen 
Vaughan. This group will continue 
to work with Curo on proposals 
for the regeneration of the Foxhill 
estate as well as the new homes 
at Mulberry Park.

Spring 2015
Public exhibition of detailed plans 
for first 280 homes

Autumn 2015
Target date to secure planning 
consent for first 280 homes

2016/2017
Development of first new 
homes at Mulberry Park

2018
Start redevelopment of first 
homes on Foxhill estate

2028
New development and 
regeneration complete

Following the approval of our outline 
proposals for Mulberry Park, Curo 
is developing detailed plans for the 
first new homes on the site.

These plans, for around 280 homes, 
will show the road layout and 
positioning of the homes, as well as 
information about the design and 
appearance.

Local residents and stakeholders 
have been involved in design 
workshops to give their feedback on 
the internal layouts and appearance 
of the new homes. Their comments 
have been taken on board by 
architects, HTA Design and will 
influence the final designs.

A public exhibition of the detailed 
plans will be held in Spring 2015, 
before they are submitted for 
B&NES Council to consider. A date 
will be announced shortly.

Community Chest kick 
starts local projects
Curo has given out over £10,000 worth 
of grants out to support local projects 
in Foxhill and Combe Down.  

The Community Chest, launched 
in January 2015, provides grants to 
support initiatives that help ‘to make 
a positive and profound contribution 
to the neighbourhoods we work in - 
inspiring and empowering people to 
succeed in life’.

So far this year, grants have been 
awarded to:

•	 provide science workshops in Foxhill

•	 improve facilities for composting  
 and recycling

•	 research local arts and culture  
 provision

Further grants will be available in 
2015/16 to support projects that help 
local people to:

•	 develop new skills
•	 gain better access to employment  
 opportunities
•	 improve their health and wellbeing
•	 take part in arts activities

Detailed plans 
taking shape

Engagement groups celebrate 
first year of work

With outline planning permission 
for Mulberry Park in place, we are 
starting some work to prepare the 
site for construction. This work will 
ensure that the site is secure and 
safe when we are ready to start 
building the new homes and roads.

It includes:

• The removal of unviable trees
 from site, agreed with B&NES  
 Council’s tree officer

Work starts to prepare 
ground for Mulberry Park

Any questions, please 
contact the Mulberry 
Park Project Team 
on 0300 123 2460 or 

mulberrypark@curo-group.co.uk

Foxhill 
Science Club
An exciting new kids’ science club started 
with a bang at Foxhill!  

For more information 
please contact Vanessa 
Collier on 01225 366149 
or vanessa.collier
@curo-group.co.uk.

Regeneration 
update
Alongside plans for new homes 
at Mulberry Park, we continue to 
progress plans to redevelop areas 
of the existing Foxhill estate. This 
regeneration, funded through the 
sale of new homes, will create an 
integrated neighbourhood that 
benefits the whole community.

The redevelopment is being 
approached in several phases 
over a number of years. A plan 
showing each phase and proposed 
dates when work might start was 
shown in July 2014 and is available 
on the Mulberry Park website at 
www.mulberryparkbath.co.uk/
consultation/second-masterplan-
exhibition

Some of the new homes at 
Mulberry Park will be available to 
rehouse residents of Foxhill who 
may be affected by redevelopment 
plans. We are currently working with 
B&NES Council to agree that we 
can offer new homes at Mulberry 
Park to affected Curo customers. 
Different Curo customers, even 
those living next door to each other, 
may have different tenancy types. 
These tenancies affect what Curo 
customers are entitled to. There are 
also owner occupiers and owners 
who rent out their properties in the 
proposed redevelopment area.  

We are developing proposals 
for Curo customers and owners 
affected by the redevelopment 
plans, taking these differences in 
tenancies, ownership and individual 
circumstances into account. When 
these proposals are sufficiently 
developed, we will share detailed 
information with affected residents 
and offer one to one meetings 
to ensure that we offer the best 
solution for each household.

If you’re a Curo customer and you 
are unsure about what type of 
tenancy you have please contact 
your Neighbourhood Manager, 
James Lewis (details over the page).

• Erecting fencing to secure  
 our legal site boundary

• Removing remaining   
 tarmac from the site for 
 safe disposal

These works will not affect 
any trees protected by tree 
preservation orders or any 
existing legal rights of way.

We’ll continue to keep you 
updated regarding progress on site 
and will endeavour to minimise any 
disturbance caused by these works.



We want to hear from you. If you’d like to be added to 
the mailing list for these newsletters please let us know. 
You can get in contact with us in the following ways. 

www.mulberryparkbath.co.uk

Contact Us

If you would like this information in an 
alternative format please get in touch

0300 123 2460 

mulberrypark@curo-group.co.uk

facebook.com/mulberrypark

twitter.com/mulberrypkbath

James Lewis (pictured, right) is Foxhill’s 
Neighbourhood Manager.  James works with local 
residents to address the issues that matter most 
in your neighbourhood. He provides tenancy 
management services to Curo customers and works 
with local organisations to develop community 
initiatives. 

If you’d like to join James on his regular walkabouts 
to discuss local issues, get in touch on 01225 366183 
or check out our website to see what’s happening in 
your neighbourhood.

James and other members of 
the Mulberry Park Project Team 
are available at the Mulberry Park 
Visitors’ Centre, Foxhill:

Tuesday  9.30am - 4.00pm
Wednesday  9.30am - 4.00pm

If the office is closed, give us a 
call or drop us an email using the 
details below.

Here to help

Muddy hands and smiling faces - local 
children plant new trees at Mulberry Park
Children from Combe Down and St Martin’s 
Garden Primary Schools planted the first new 
trees at Mulberry Park on 18 March, including 
the first mulberry trees on site.


